
 

 

Stakeholder webinar 
Engagement with interested stakeholders to discuss the options outlined in the Project 
Specification Consultation Report for maintaining reliability of supply between Clare South 
and Townsville South and also answer any questions from stakeholders. 

Questions and answers 
1. Just wondering if you have seen any impacts on this line in the area of the Ross 

River from the Townsville Floods and what impact this may have on the planning 
of future placements of infrastructure close to riverbanks? 
 
We’re not aware of any issues for our transmission lines with the recent flood event in 
Townsville. We’ve spoken to Powerlink Queensland’s network operations team – 
inspections have been requested, but we haven’t received any feedback as yet. But 
there’s certainly been no issues reported thus far and there was no consequential 
impacts on system availability or reliability as a result of the floods. 
 
We have previously had issues where flooding has damaged towers and that is 
absolutely a consideration when we locate towers. 
 
But there has been nothing identified as yet from the recent Townsville floods in general 
and nothing related to the specific transmission lines examined in this RIT-T. 
 
Post webinar note:  
It has been subsequently confirmed that the bases of some structures were inundated 
during the recent flooding event and may be impacted by resultant erosion.  No system 
impacts were experienced as a result of the inundation, but inspections have been 
instigated to assess any remedial works necessary to address any remnant conditions. 
 
The latest flood data available is analysed during the design of new transmission lines, 
which includes the siting of towers and design of appropriate measures in the event of 
potential inundation. 
 
 

2. Are there any updates on the Clean Energy Hub for North Queensland? 
 
Powerlink’s feasibility report on the Clean Energy Hub has been provided to government 
and is currently being considered.  
 
 

3. Is the 10MW (required support) a minimum limit? 
 
Yes. We require a minimum support of 10MW in the area to maintain our system 
reliability standard in the event of contingencies.  
 
In addition, the non-network solution must also maintain/restore fault level (system 
strength) and provide voltage control. 



 

 

 
 

4. Is the 10MW support limit required year round or is there any periods when it is 
not required. 
 
The minimum 10 MW is at a time when we have maximum demand and depending on 
the situation at the time of a network contingency. So there may be times when we 
require less than 10MW. 
 
 

5. How long would it nominally take to form the network support agreement? 
 
It depends on the complexity of the support being provided, how well it fits in with what is 
required and the nature of the agreement. It can take anything from two months to two 
years to set up. 
 
Post webinar note:  
Note that the non-network option must fit the criteria of a ‘credible option’ i.e. it must be 
able to be implemented in time to meet the identified need date of December 2022 


