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Key points
Objective of session • Raise awareness of changes to the transmission planning framework

• Highlight opportunities for customers to be involved

• Seek feedback

What is system 

planning?

• Relevant information is assimilated and optimised to form holistic whole of system plan:

• TNSPs input local expertise

• Governments advise of policy needs

• AEMO conducts extensive market modelling

Why do we need 

system planning?

• Changing supply mix means greater need to share reserves to manage intermittency

• Increases the benefits of transmission

• Changes the balance of cost and benefits between local and system wide planning

How will the planning 

process change?

• COAG has asked ESB to convert ISP into actionable strategic plan 

• ISP will perform some of the functions currently associated with the RIT-T

• AEMO’s process will need to comply with AER guidelines

• RIT-T process will be streamlined

How can customers 

have their say?

• ESB is consulting on changes to the transmission planning framework

• AEMO is consulting on its second ISP, scheduled to be published in 2020

Questions for customer 

forum

• What would customers like to get out of these changes?

• What concerns do you have re these changes?

• How can AEMO get greater customer engagement in the ISP process? 



High level proposed process

Scenario 

development

•Establish 

scenarios, 

inputs & 

methodology  

Identify system 

needs

•Includes needs 

advised by 

TNSPs and 

governments

Identify 

development 

needs

•Assess 

developments 

required to 

efficiently meet 

identified 

needs 

•Publish ISP

Identify options 

& select solution

•TNSP identifies 

& assesses 

functional 

specifications 

that meet need

•RIT-T adopts 

ISP parameters

•Selects solution

Funding the 

delivery

•AER 

determines 

revenue 

allowance

Deliver and 

operate solution

•Detailed 

costing & 

planning, 

implement the 

investment

Part A - Develop plan Part B - Implement plan

If outcomes of TNSP process are 

consistent with ISP, investment proceeds

If outcomes of TNSP process materially 

change published ISP results, further 

analysis is required in next ISP


