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Key focus areas for planning 

Meeting challenges of a changing external environment by:

Continuing to 

deliver safe, 

cost effective 

and reliable 

transmission 

services

Integrated 

and flexible 

analysis of 

future needs

Adapting to 

changes in 

customer 

behavior and 

economic 

outlook

Supporting 

shift to 

diverse 

generation 

connections

Active 

customer and 

stakeholder 

input to 

decision-

making 



Approach for 2019 and 

future forecasts

• Future TAPRs will be based on AEMO 

forecast

• Brings specific jurisdictional knowledge to 

the development of AEMO’s forecasts

• Avoids the potential for duplication of effort

• Provides an opportunity to work more 

closely with AEMO

• Delivers better value to customers

• 2019 AEMO Electricity Statement of 

Opportunities (ESOO) broadly aligns with 

Powerlink’s 2018 TAPR forecast

Electricity demand and energy forecasts



Historical and forecast transmission delivered energy



2019 forecast for summer

Historical and forecast transmission delivered summer maximum demand



• Transmission network 

performed reliably over 

2018/19

• Record levels of delivered 

demands in the Far North, 

South West, Moreton and 

Gold Coast zones

• Queensland grid sections 

were largely unconstrained

• Committed generation is 

expected to continue to alter 

power transfers, particularly 

during daylight hours

2018/19 performance



AEMO Integrated System Plan (ISP)

• The first ISP in 2018 was an important step forward in 

coordinating planning of transmission and generation in the 

National Electricity Market 

• The 2020 ISP will build on theme of optimal power system 

development under a range of different futures

• The 2020 ISP will continue to consider how to best develop 

Renewable Energy Zones (REZ) and identify potential

‘group 1’ REZ projects

• Powerlink providing input throughout the ISP consultation 

process



• AEMO’s 2018 ISP - recommended Queensland New South Wales Interconnector (QNI) 

capacity expansion 

• Project Specification Consultation Report (PSCR) and Inputs and Methodology Paper 

published end of 2018 as first stage of RIT-T process 

• TransGrid and Powerlink hosted a webinar and PSCR submissions closed February 2019

o 11 submissions with a variety of responses on network, non-network options or 

combinations of both

• Key issue flagged with NSW reliability (particularly post Liddell Power Station closure)

• In response, AER published a guidance note in mid-July with new indicative timetable:

o Focus on subset of options (Group 1) and deliver ASAP

o PADR to be published by end of September 2019

o PACR to be published by mid-December 2019

Expanding QLD-NSW transfer capacity 



• Queensland’s transmission network experienced 

significant growth from the 1960s to the 1980s

• Many of these assets now approaching end of service life

• Potential capex to manage emerging risks represents 

Powerlink’s program of work over next 10 years

• Integrated planning approach has identified potential 

reconfiguration opportunities across the transmission 

network

• Seeking customer input into decision-making about future 

transmission network

Future network development - planning





RIT-Ts for asset replacement currently underway:

• Maintaining reliability of supply between Clare South and Townsville South

• Maintaining power transfer capability and reliability of supply at Lilyvale

• Maintaining reliability of supply at Blackwater

• Addressing the secondary systems condition risks at Kemmis

• Addressing the secondary systems condition risks at Mudgeeraba

For copies of consultation documents or to become a member of Powerlink’s

Non-network Engagement Stakeholder Register, please email 

networkassessments@powerlink.com.au

Future network development

mailto:networkassessments@powerlink.com.au


Possible works next five years:

• Replacement of the transmission line 

between Woree and Kamerunga

• Primary plant replacement at Calvale 

• Secondary systems replacements at 

Innisfail, Gladstone South and Murarrie

• Transformer replacements at Tully 

and Tarong 

Future network development



Questions




