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Key points
• The Kamerunga to Redlynch transmission

line is nearing the end of its technical
service life and must be replaced.

• The existing transmission line provides
a critical service to the Cairns region,
and must remain in operation while
the replacement line is constructed.

• Powerlink has gathered information
to identify a preferred alignment for
the replacement transmission line. The
preferred alignment is directly adjacent
to and to the east of the existing line
between Kamerunga to Redlynch.

•

•

We will engage with landholders and other 
stakeholders about the preferred alignment 
for their local knowledge and input. 

• The EAR assesses the potential social,
environmental and economic impacts of
the proposed replacement line, and how
those impacts will be managed or mitigated.

• No decision will be made about the final
alignment for the replacement transmission
line until planning approval is granted by
the Planning Minister.

• The replacement line is expected to
be commissioned by mid–2024.
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Further Information

About Powerlink

Powerlink owns, develops, operates and 
maintains the electricity transmission 
network in Queensland. Our network 
extends 1,700km from north of Cairns  
to the New South Wales border.

Powerlink’s transmission network plays 
a key role in the electricity supply chain, 
transporting electricity generated at  
major power stations, to distribution 
networks owned by Energex and Ergon 
Energy (part of the Energy Queensland 
Group) and Essential Energy (in northern 
New South Wales) to supply customers.

We also transport electricity to high usage 
industrial customers such as rail companies, 
mines and mineral processing facilities, and 
to New South Wales via the Queensland/
NSW Interconnector transmission line.

Our network has been built to meet the 
electricity needs of Queenslanders over an 
extended period of time, and is designed 
to have a long technical service life. For 
example, some of our transmission towers 
were built more than 50 years ago.

Next steps
• Powerlink’s Landholder Relations Advisor will contact landholders to engage directly about the project

and seek their input.

• Powerlink and our environmental consultant WSP will undertake investigations for the EAR.

• WSP will prepare the EAR, which will address the potential social, environmental and economic
impacts of the proposed replacement transmission line and how these will be managed or mitigated.

• Powerlink will continue to engage with landholders and other stakeholders and keep them informed. 

Compensation
Compensation will be payable to landholders whose property is affected by new transmission line 
easements. Powerlink provides compensation to directly affected landholders in accordance with the 
Acquisition of Land Act 1967.

Powerlink will reimburse landholders for reasonable professional fees to access expert legal, valuation, tax 
and agronomy advice relating to compensation matters. Wherever possible, we seek to reach a voluntary 
negotiated settlement with each landholder and work closely with them to fully quantify the impacts of 
the project on their property and its operations.

Compensation is generally negotiated once planning approval is granted by the Planning Minister.

Feedback from landholders and other
stakeholders will be considered in
the preparation of the Environmental
Assessment Report (EAR) for the
proposed replacement line.
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About the existing Kamerunga 
to Redlynch transmission line
The existing 132kV transmission line between 
Kamerunga and Redlynch was constructed in 
the 1960s. It is part of the Woree to Kamerunga 
transmission line which provides the critical 
service of connecting Barron Gorge Power 
Station to the transmission network supplying 
power to northern Cairns.

Due to its age and the tropical environment in 
which it operates, the existing transmission line 
is nearing the end of its technical service life  
and must be replaced. 

This newsletter provides information about the 
proposed replacement of the Kamerunga to 
Redlynch transmission line (stage 1).

Replacement transmission line 
alignment
Powerlink has undertaken investigations through 
field studies and research to determine the 
preferred option to replace the existing  
132kV transmission line between Kamerunga  
and Redlynch.

The preferred alignment for the replacement 
line is located directly adjacent to and to the 
east of the existing line between Kamerunga 
and Redlynch. The preferred alignment will 
be the subject of further investigation and 
consultation with landholders and other 
stakeholders.

The replacement line will be constructed on a  
40 metre-wide easement. The existing line is 
located on a 20 metre-wide easement, as was 
required when it was constructed in the 1960s.

Environmental Assessment Report
Powerlink is required to prepare an 
Environmental Assessment Report (EAR) for 
the proposed replacement transmission line, 
which is an important step needed for planning 
approval under the Planning Act 2016.

The EAR assesses the potential social, 
environmental and economic impacts of the 
proposed replacement transmission line and 
how those impacts will be managed or mitigated. 
Powerlink has engaged environmental specialists 
WSP to undertake investigations and prepare  
the EAR.

Powerlink and WSP will engage with landholders 
and other stakeholders for information about the 
replacement transmission line, to understand likely 
property impacts and identify mitigation measures, 
as well as undertaking environmental and technical 
assessments. Through this engagement process, 
feedback from landholders and other stakeholders 
on the proposed alignment is sought and 
considered in the preparation of the EAR.

Powerlink will submit the EAR to the Planning 
Minister when seeking planning approval under 
the Planning Act 2016.

Land access and minimising impacts
At times, Powerlink will need to access landholder 
properties for investigations and information 
gathering for the EAR for the replacement 
transmission line.

All access will be undertaken in accordance with 
Powerlink’s Land Access Protocol, which specifies 
the standards and conditions Powerlink will 
adhere to when accessing properties, and any 
property-specific information. At all times, we aim 
to conduct our activities with as little disruption 
as possible to the landholder.
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