
Determination of Permit Application - Wet Tropics Permit 

Wet Tropics Permit No: WTMA18010 

The Wet Tropics Management Authority (the Authority), having considered the proposed activity described 

below and, in accordance with Part 4 Division 2 of the Wet Tropics Management Plan 1998 (WTM Plan), having 
taken into account to the fullest extent possible all matters likely to impact on the integrity of the Wet Tropics of 

Queensland World Heritage Area as a result of the proposed activity, by this permit authorises: 

Applicant: Powerlink Queensland 

Address: PO Box 1193 

Virginia QLD 4014 

Permitted Activity(s): S. 33. (a) - An activity the person was lawfully carrying out immediately before the 

commencement day. 

Location: 

Valid from: 

S. 33. (c) - Maintaining a structure. 

S. 33. (d) - Maintaining a road. 

S. 33. (e) - Clearing vegetation around a structure or road existing immediately before 

the commencement day, or was lawfu lly built under this plan, to the extent necessary 

for its appropriate use. 

S. 33. (i) - Killing or disposing of an undesirable plant. 

S. 33. U) (i) - Operating a motor vehicle on a road depicted on a zoning map as a 

'presentation (restricted)' road. 

S. 33. U) (ii) - Operating a motor vehicle on a road depicted on a zon ing map as a 

'management' road, for the purpose of conservation management, scientific research or 

maintenance of community services infrastructure. 

S. 33. (k) - Flying a motorised aircraft less than 1000 ft above the area. 

Various locations throughout the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area -

telecommunications towers and associated infrastructure, electricity transmission 

towers, transmission lines and access tracks (refer to Schedule 2). 

31 October 2018 to 31 October 2023 

unless sooner cancelled or suspended by prior notice in writing. 

This permit is subject to the conditions specified in the attached Schedule 1 overleaf. 

Signed:.. . .... Name: .. . 

Position: .. €..~f~v.n.~( ... . .t?.!~(iJ?.~ ........... Date: ...... ... 1 November 2018 

Delegate of Wet Tropics Management Authority. 
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Wet Tropics Permit No :  WTMA1801 0 

Schedu le 1 

Conditions of Approval 

The activ ities sha l l  be undertaken in accordance with those deta i led i n  the appl ication received on 1 2  October 
20 1 8  from Powerl ink Queensland (Powerl ink)  u n less modified by the fol lowing cond itions .  

1 .  Al l works shal l  be undertaken in conformity with the approved Powerl ink  Environmental Work Plans 
(EWPs) fo r the locat ions specified in Schedu le 2 . The EWPs may be updated or amended fol lowing 
consu ltation between Powerl ink and the Authority, s u bject to the review and approval of  any changes by 
the Authority. 

2 .  The  permittee sha l l  ensure that prior t o  conducti n g  any  works with in  t he  Wet Tropics World Her itage 
Area that: 

I .  a n y  employee , agent or contractor of the perm ittee conducti ng the works has been informed of the 
requirements of this pe rm it, the EWP and other re levant documents; 

I I .  the works supervisor has obtained a briefi ng descri b i ng  the natura l  val ues of the subject s ite from 
Powerl ink's HSE Advisor, or a Wet Tropics Management Authority officer or the Queens land Parks 
and Wild l ife Service officer responsib le for the local ity in wh ich the subject site is s ituated; and 

I l l .  the works supervisor must also b e  g iven direct ion from Powerl i nk's HSE Advisor o r  a Wet Tropics 
Management Author ity officer or the Queensland Parks and Wi ld l ife Service office r as to the nature 
and extent of the cleari ng o r  earthworks to be undertaken . 

3 . Maintenance works sha l l  o nly take p lace with in  the exi sting infrastructure footpri nt1
. Any other works 

beyond the existing  footprint requ i res further approval by the Authority. 
4 .  A l l  road and  earthworks sha l l  be undertaken i n  conformity with the best practice gu idel ines contained i n  

the Road Maintenance Code of  Practice2
. 

5 .  A l l  works shal l  be  undertaken in conformity with The Maintenance of  Electricity Corridors in Queensland 
Parks and Forests Code of P ractice3

. 

6 .  Abrasive blasti n g  o f  eq u i pment or structu res is to be  carried out  accord ing to  t he  Preventative Control 
Measures deta i led in the generic Environmental Management Requirements - Abrasive Blasting and 
Painting. As requ i red in Section 2 . 1  of this document, S ite Based Management P lans are to be prepared 
for abrasive blasting activit ies tak ing i nto account  the location of the structu res with respect to sensit ive 
receptors such as waterways . The Management P lans must be approved by the Authority pr ior to the 
commencement of work. 

7. Where exposed soi l is to be left unprotected, eros ion and sediment contro ls  must be implemented.
Contro l  measures m ust be designed specifica l ly for ind ividual  s ites and must take into account type and
extent of construct ion ,  so i l  type, s lope, expected du ration of exposure and the l ikel i hood of sig n ificant
ra infa l l .  Roadworks involv ing the d isturbance of so i l  shou ld employ erosion and sediment control
techn iques descri bed in Principles of Construction Site Erosion and Sediment Control 4.

8 . Erosion and sed iment control measures must be moni tored immed iate ly fol lowi ng wet weather to review
the ir efficacy and effect and make any necessary mod ificat ions. Any mod ificat ions must be mon itored

1 ' I nfrastructure footprint' is  i l l ustrated on page 3 of the Road Maintenance Code oF Practice for the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area
https://www.wettropics.gov.au/site/user-assets/docs/Info%20Sheets%20/Guideline%209c-%20Field%20Guide%20Road%20Maintenance%20COP3.pdf 

2 Road Maintenance Code of Practice for the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area. Qld Government , Department of Transport and Main Roads. 
https : //www.wettropics.gov.au/site/user-assets/docs/Info%20Sheets%20/Guideline%209c-%20Field%20Guide%20Road%20Maintenance%20COP3.pdf 

3 Queensland E lectricity Supp ly I ndustry (QES I ) Maintenance Code for the Wet Tropics World Her itage Area .  
http://www.wettropics.gov.au/site/user-assets/docs/2016-qesi-code-of-practice---maintenance-in-qlds-parks-and-forests---signed---lr.pdf 

4 Pr incip les of Construction Si te Erosion and Sed i ment Control, I nternational Erosion Contro l  Associat ion .
https://www.auslieca.eom .au/documents/item/430. 
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Wet Tropics Permit No: WTMA18010 

until such time as the site is deemed to be stable and drainage structures are effective in managing 
overland flow to the satisfaction of the Authority. 

9. Weed Control
I. Mechanical weed management should be the preferred method of weed control.

II. Herbicide use shall be limited to control vegetation where mechanical methods are not economical
nor practical.

Ill. Herbicides shall be administered only by trained operators.
IV. Herbicides should be applied selectively in a manner that will retard the growth of weeds and non­

native grasses while promoting the growth of low growing native endemic grasses and plants.
V. Herbicides used for spray applications should preferably be glyphosate based and should not

contain surfactants when used in the vicinity of wetlands and wateiways.
VI. Herbicide drift should be minimised so non-target species are not affected.
VII. Other herbicides that may be used within the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area are those

referenced in the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Pest Medicines Authority (APVMA} Permit to
Allow Minor Use of an Agvet Chemical Product5 . Use of any other herbicides must be approved by
the Authority in writing.

10. Prior to commencing works, all machinery that has operated off-road in areas containing invasive
plan!s6 must be washed down to remove earth and seeds before entering the World Heritage Area.
Wash down shall be in a designated area to reduce the opportunity for further spread of weeds.
Following completion of works, wash down areas are to be monitored for weed infestations with
appropriate weed control conducted where required.

11. Material used in the maintenance of mountain-top facilities must not be sourced in the Wet Tropics
World Heritage Area and must be free of weeds and of the plant pathogen Phytophthora cinnamomi. All
clothing and equipment must be pathogen free before entering these areas. Phytophthora information is
presented in the WTMA Stamp out Phytophthora brochure 7.

12. All fuel and chemicals shall be handled and stored in a manner that will enable containment of the
substance in the event of an accidental spill or leak.

13. Roadside vegetation clearing shall be restricted to branches and vines:
I. that are within a distance of 4.5 metres above the road surface (unless otherwise modified in the

approved EWP), or
II. which intrude directly on to the carriageway of the road, or
Ill. which constitute a threat to the safety of road users, or
IV. where line of sight is compromised.

14. Vegetation clearing around structures shall be restricted to branches and vines that intrude directly on
to the structure or constitute a direct threat to the safety of the structure or users.

15. Vegetation pruning should comply with AS 4373 - Pruning of Amenity Trees to minimise damage to
adjacent plants. Vegetative material should be disposed on site. To limit impacts on presentation
values, prunings should be cut into short sections and returned to the forest floor in an aesthetically
sensitive manner. Vegetative material may only be removed from the site with the prior approval of the
Authority.

'Currently PER11463 expiry date 30 June 2023 http:f/permits.apvma.gov.au/PER13859.PDF 

6 Restricted invasive plants or prohibited invasive plants: https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/
land-management/health-pests-weeds-diseases/weeds-diseases/invasive-plants 

7 Stamp out Phytophlhora -Rainforest dieback in the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area: http://www.wettropics.gov.au/site/user-assets/
docs/phytophthora%20guide.pdf 
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Wet Tropics Permit No: WTMA18010 

16. Road spoil shall be disposed of in a suitable disposal area outside of the World Heritage Area unless 
prior approval has been sought from the Authority. Road spoil is not to be pushed into or over the road 
verge. This condition does not preclude the use of road spoil for use in fill sections of the road or for 
resurfacing of the road or other permitted activity. 

17. Material for road maintenance must not be sourced in the World Heritage Area without prior approval 
from the Authority. 

18. Non-vegetative wastes (e.g. garbage) should be removed from the site of activity and disposed of at a 
licensed facility as soon as practicable. 

19. All buildings or structures shall be maintained using materials that minimise the impacts upon the scenic 
values of the location. 

20. All aircraft used for infrastructure maintenance shall be flown above 1000ft above ground level when 
operating over the World Heritage Area unless: 

I. Taking off or landing; or 
II. Flying at a level that is reasonably necessary for safety purposes; or 
Ill Flying over infrastructure footprints. 

21. An Annual Return (Schedu le 3 of this permit) shall be provided to the Authority by the 1 August each 
year and cover the previous financial year from 1 July to 30 June. The Annual Return shall detail: 

I. Records of training including the training provided, the number of persons trained, the date of 
train ing and the trainer; and 

II. Compliance with the permit conditions. 

Reasons for the Decision 

Pursuant to section 53 (2) of the WTM Plan, this decision was based on the following reasons: 

► the application was properly made under the WTM Plan and a decision is required on the application within 

the timeframe set out in the WTM Plan; 

► the proposal is an activity which has been assessed pursuant to Part 4 Division 2 of the WTM Plan as 
having minimal impacts on the World Heritage values of the subject land provided it is undertaken in 
accordance with the conditions attached to the permit. 

If you are not satisfied with the above conditions you may ask the Authority to review this decision but you must 
notify your request in writing within 60 days of this notice, indicating the reasons for the request and any other 

information you consider relevant. 

The Authority will review the decision as soon as practicable and notify you of the outcome. If you are still not 

satisfied , you may appeal to the Planning and Environment Court against the decision. 
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Schedule 2 

Infrastructure Location 

Location 
Barron Gorge to Kamerunga BS1233 
Ross to Chalumbin BS1220 
Chalumbin to Turkinje BS1253, BS1600 
Springmount to Woree BS1235, BS1254, BS1258, 
BS1259 
ln~mam South to Tully BS1649, BS1650 
lnnisfail to Woree BS1236, 8S1633 
Kareeya to Chalumbin BS1234, BS1602 
Wrights Lookout Repeater WRLR 
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Infrastructure 
Powerline 
Powerline 
Powerline 
Powerline 

Powerline 
Powerline 
Powerline 
Communications site 



Wet Tropics Permit No: WTMA18010 

Schedule 3 - Annual Return Template 

Wet Tropics Permit Annual Reporting Form 

a. Permit Details: Number WTMA 18010 Expiry date: 31/10/23 

b. Applicant Details 

Family Name: 

Given Name(s): 

Title (please □ Mr □ Mrs □ Ms D Other 
tick): 

Company Name 

(if applicable): ABN: 

Postal Address: 

Contact details Ph: ( ) 

Mobile: 

Fax: ( ) 

Email: 

Property Location Details 

Please identify precisely where the proposed activity will be carried out, or the route to be used. 

Property Name: 

Property Details: City/Shire: 

Lot: 

Tenure (e.g. 
Freehold, 
National Park, 
etc.): 

Permit Compliance 
Annual Reporting on permit conditions: 
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Wet Tropics Permit No: WTMA18010 

(Please complete all boxes Y or N or initial; N/A may be appropriate if you do not have this permit 
condition.) 

1. The activities have been undertaken in accordance with the application Yes O No O N/A 0 
2. All works have been undertaken in conformity with the approved Environmental Work Plan (EWP) 

Yes O No O N/A 0 
3. All road and earth works have been undertaken in conformity with the best practice guidelines 

contained in the "Road Maintenance Code of Practice8." Yes D No D N/A D 
4. All water infrastructure works have been undertaken in conformity with the Code of Practice for the 

maintenance and operation of water extraction infrastructure in the Wet Tropics, contained in the "Water 
Infrastructure Code of Practice2" Yes D No D N/A D 

5. Maintenance works have only take place within the existing infrastructure footprint. Any other works 
beyond the existing footprint have been referred for further approval by the Authority 

. Yes O No O N/A 0 
6. Prior to conducting any works within the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area all employees, agents or 

contractors conducting the works have been informed of the requirements of this permit, EWP and other 
relevant documents: Yes D No D N/A D 
Staff Induction Report 

Training No of employees Date By whom 
type- trained 

Permit Employees 
conditions 

Contractors 

Wet Tropic: Supervisor 
values briefings 

Employees 

Contractors/ 
others 

7. Prior to commencing works, all machinery containing soil or plant material has been washed down to 
remove earth and seeds before entering the World Heritage Area. Wash down has been in a 
designated area to prevent the further spread of weeds. Yes D No D N/A D 
Washdown area name: 

8 Roads in the Wet Tropics: Best Practice Manual. Qld Main Roads Department, 2012 

2 "Water Infrastructure Code of Practice" field guide for the maintenance and operation of water extraction infrastructure in 
the Wet Tropics. 
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Wet Tropics Permit No: WTMA18010 

8. All fuel and chemicals have been stored and handled in a manner that enables containment of the 
substance on site in the event of an accidental spill or leak: Yes D No D NIA D 
(i). no. of chemical or fuel spills reported internally: 

(ii) no. of chemical or fuel spills reported externally (Significant environmental incident) 

9. Roadside vegetation clearing was conducted according to permit: Yes □ No □ NIA □ 

10. Vegetation clearing around structures was conducted according to permit: 

Yes □ No □ N/A □ 

11 . Vegetation lopping was carried out to minimise damage to adjacent plants, vegetative material was 
disposed of on site, prunings were cut into short sections and returned to the forest floor in an 
aesthetically sensitive manner to limit impacts on presentation values, vegetative material was removed 

from the site with prior approval of the Authority Yes D No D N/A D 
12. Road spoil was disposed of in a suitable disposal area outside of the World Heritage Area except when 

approval was granted by the Authority Yes D No D N/A D 
13. Material for road maintenance not sourced in the World Heritage Area without prior approval from the 

Authority. Yes D No D NIA D 
14. Non-vegetative wastes was removed from the sites as soon as possible and disposed of at a licensed 

facility Yes O No O NIA □ 

15. All buildings/structures were maintained using materials that minimised the impacts upon the scenic 
values of the location Yes D No D N/A D 

Executive Summary for External Third Party Audit attached Yes □ No □ NIA □ 

e. Declaration 

I declare that the information provided in this report is complete, true and correct in every detail. 

Applicant's Signature: .... .... ... . .. ........ .. ... .. ... .... ..... .. ...... .. ....... .. ... .... .. ... ... ..... . ... ....... ..... .. . ............ ... .. . .. 

Date: ... .. ... . ...... ... .. . ... ..... ... .. ..... .. .... ..... .... ...... ........ .. ........ ..... ... .... .. .. .. .... .. .. .... ........ . ... ..... ...... ...... . .. . 

Page 8of 9 

Wet Tropics Management Authority 
www.wettropics.gov.au 



Wet Tropics Permit No: WTMA18010 

f. Office Use Only 

Report: 

Date Received: .... . .......... .... ....................... . ............. . .. .. .. 

Permit: 

Permit No: .......... . ...... ... ............. ................. Date Issued: ............ ... ....... .. .................. . ........ ............... . 

Expiry Date: ...... . ................. ... ........... . ......... Register Noted: ..... ....... . ..... ... ......... ......... ..... . ... . 

Permits Officer: 

Name: ................. . ...... .. .... . ... .. ............. ....... Title: .. . .. . ...................... .... ...... . ... ......... .. ....... .... .. . .......... . 

Signature: ...................... ........ ... ... .. ..... . ....... Date: .......... ..... . ............. ........... .. ... .. . .. . ............. . ....... .. . . . 
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