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BUNGABAN WIND FARM CONNECTION PROJECT

Project environmental and
planning approvals

When Powerlink releases the final corridor for a transmission line project, our Landholder Relations Team
works with landholders to coordinate access to properties in and around the final corridor so we can
undertake on-ground environmental, cultural heritage, technical and ecological surveys and assessments.

The results of these studies help refine the final corridor down to an easement alignment for the
transmission line.

The information gathered from these studies also forms the basis of reporting that assesses the potential
environmental, social and economic impacts of the project. These comprehensive assessments will
support applications for planning and environmental approvals for the project.

Transmission connection works

Windlab has engaged Powerlink to investigate connection of their proposed 1.4GW Bungaban Wind
Farm, located 40km north-east of Wandoan, to the electricity grid.

Powerlink is progressing planning activities to build a new transmission line from our existing
Wandoan South Substation to the wind farm site. This includes progressing a range of planning and
environmental approvals for the transmission line.

For more information about the Bungaban Transmission Connection Project, visit our project webpage
at

Powerlink acknowledges the Traditional Owners and their custodianship of the lands and waters of
Queensland and in particular, the lands on which we operate. We pay our respect to their Ancestors,
Elders and knowledge holders and recognise their deep history and ongoing connection to Country.
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FACT SHEET: PROJECT ENVIRONMENTAL AND PLANNING APPROVALS

Approval pathways for the project

To ensure our project balances potential environmental, social and economic inputs, it requires rigorous
assessment under relevant State and Commonwealth legislation. The following dates are subject to
Government assessment timelines.

COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATION STATE LEGISLATION

Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999
Australia’s main environmental legislation to protect and

Planning Act 2016

Sets out the regulations and processes for planning and
development in Queensland.

manage important flora, fauna, ecological communities,
and heritage sites, known as Matters of National
Environmental Significance (MNES).

STATE APPROVAL PATHWAY

COMMONWEALTH APPROVAL PATHWAY Step 1- Ministerial Infrastructure Designation (MID)

Powerlink requires designation from the Department of
State Development, Infrastructure and Planning (DSDIP) to
allow use of the land for our project.

Step 1- Submission of EPBC referral

Powerlink submits an EPBC referral and supporting :

documentation to the Department of Climate Change, To support the process, Powerlink prepares and
Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) for publishes a comprehensive MID Proposal Report. The
assessment. This includes a detailed proposed action documentation der'nons'Frat.es that we hav'e'takfen all
description, assessment of potential impacts on necessary steps to identify impacts and mitigation
MNES and proposed avoidance, minimisation and measures for the project.

mitigation measures.

Step 2 - Opportunity for public comment Step 2 - Opportunity for formal public feedback
The MID Proposal Report will be formally available to
gather public feedback and assist with assessments. DSDIP
and Powerlink will invite submissions on the MID Proposal
Report.

EPBC referral documents formally available for public
comment and feedback for 10 days via the EPBC Act
Public Portal on the DCCEEW website.

Step 3 - EPBC referral decision
Step 3 - State consultation
Within 20 business days, the Minister will determine if the

proposed action is likely to significantly impact matters Powerlink will work collaboratively with DSDIP to review
protected under the EPBC Act. If so, the action becomes a and respond to MID Proposal Report submissions received
‘controlled action' and must undergo further assessment and progress the approval process.

and approval before proceeding.

Step 4 - Outcome of MID
Step 4 - Further assessment and approval

DSDIP will advise Powerlink on the outcome of the MID
If determined to be a ‘controlled action', the Minister decision and any associated conditions if approved‘
will advise on the relevant further assessment method
required. Timing is dependent on the approval method.

Further information

Powerlink will keep the community informed throughout the project’s approval process.

For the latest updates, please scan the QR code, visit powerlink.com.au/bungaban, phone
07 3898 4838, or email our team at bungaban@powerlink.com.au.
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